November 14, 2019

As we are here to celebrate Diwali,
the Hindu festival of lights, I invoke
the credo of my spiritual leader, His
Holiness Pramukh Swami Maharaj: ‘‘In
the joy of others lies our own. In the
progress of others rests our own. In the
good of others abides our own.”

0O, Lord, may all the Members of this
House and their staff receive Your
guidance in their thoughts and actions.
May our Armed Forces stay victorious,
and may they be protected.

May God bless the United States of
America.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. COMER)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. COMER led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
WELCOMING MR. DIPESH PANDYA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) is recog-
nized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize our guest chap-
lain for today, Dipesh Pandya, along
with members of the BAPS mandirs in
our district in Pennsylvania.

They are here with hundreds of
prominent Indian Americans who are
also members of the BAPS organiza-
tion, a Hindu faith that holds services
in 32 States across 91 congressional dis-
tricts.

They are here with us today to cele-
brate Diwali, the festival of lights, a
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festival celebrated by over 2 million In-
dian Americans across the United
States. This b-day celebration signifies
the triumph of light over darkness,
knowledge over ignorance, and hope
over despair.

Diwali reminds us that there is joy in
serving God, serving our country, serv-
ing our community, and our fellow citi-
zens, particularly during times of ca-
lamity and despair. Traditionally, rows
of divas, or candles, were used to illu-
minate and dispel darkness.

Today we are reminded that we must
work together, united and in friend-
ship, to serve this great Nation and the
communities in which we live.

Indeed, the BAPS community
throughout the United States continu-
ously strives to serve society through
various charitable and humanitarian
activities, ranging from food drives to
disaster relief efforts, including the
planting of trees.

On behalf of my fellow Members of
Congress, I am proud to recognize and
welcome the BAPS members who have
traveled here to Washington from
across the country.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each
side of the aisle.

————

SUPPORTING THE FARM
WORKFORCE MODERNIZATION ACT

(Mr. DELGADO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DELGADO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the nearly 5,000
farmers in my district, 96 percent of
which are family-owned farms.

Every time I am home, I meet with
farmers about the major challenges
they face today. The need to modernize
and make more effective our H2A visa
program is consistently flagged.

That is why I am proud to support
the bipartisan Farm Workforce Mod-
ernization Act, a historic bill that both
simplifies and broadens the scope of
the H2A application process. In addi-
tion to ensuring critical protections for
work, the bill will finally allow dairy
and other farm operations to access the
H2A farm worker program, a critical
priority for farmers in New York-19.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of upstate
produce and vegetable growers, dairy
operators, and all farmers in my dis-
trict, I applaud the bipartisan work of
my colleagues in negotiating this im-
portant agreement. Now let’s come to-
gether and get this done.

——
IMPEACHMENT HOAX
(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, after over a month of secret
investigations against the President,
Democrats have now decided to open
these controlled hearings to the public.

This continued deception by Demo-
crats to mislead the American people
is insulting. No Republican witnesses,
no counsel of the President to partici-
pate, and full exoneration by the cou-
rageous President Zelensky of Ukraine.

It is said that, instead of focusing on
funding our military through the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act or
passing the United-States-Mexico-Can-
ada Agreement to create jobs, which
improves our schools, like Lexington
District 1, Democrats continue.

They have wasted $30 million of tax-
payer money on the Russian hoax and
are now proceeding with the Ukrainian
hoax. This partisan witch hunt diverts
attention from the President’s suc-
cesses.

The unemployment rate is at a
record low; there is record job creation;
and the stock market is thriving,
showing President Trump keeps his
promises.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Thank you, President Lech Walesa of
Poland, a world hero, for testifying
yesterday for freedom.

———

LOWER DRUG PRICES NOW

(Mr. CRIST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of lower drug prices, because
Americans are getting squeezed while
drug companies are raking in the cash.

One of my constituents, Mike
McKenny, runs a minority-owned,
small business in St. Petersburg. He
works hard for a living, making pay-
roll, serving his customers.

When Mike’s daughter Taylor was di-
agnosed with diabetes, he had to pull
thousands out of the family’s 401(k)
and do, in his words, ‘‘other creative
things” to make ends meet when the
insurance coverage ran out. At the
toughest point, he paid $120 for a 3-day
supply of the insulin to keep his daugh-
ter alive.

Mr. Speaker, $120 for 3 days. That is
immoral.

Under the Elijah Cummings Lower
Drug Costs Now Act, nearly 600,000 of
my constituents will pay less for drugs,
some dramatically so.

End the drug company abuse. Lower
drug prices now.

SALUTING MILITARY FAMILIES

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, it is
my greatest privilege to represent our
military servicemembers and their
families in the 25th District of Texas,
and I am humbled to be their voice in
Washington.
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